
SOURCES AND REFERENCES

1. Sources

Personal Papers of Charles Joseph La Trobe

With in Australia the chie f reposito ries of these are the Mitchell, Dixson and
La Trobe Lib ra ries and the Archives of the Un ivers ity of Melbourne . In making
a select ion fro m these sources, I hav e exc luded ephemera and those lette rs
wh ich dup licated others. Because of uncerta int ies with mail sh ipped fro m
Eng land and overlaps in t ime, La Trobe so met imes wrote similar letters at
diffe rent dates, a rguing that at least one should get th rough safe ly .

Origina lly , it was hoped to rep roduce the lette rs exact ly as La Trobe wrote
them but fo r the sake o f co mpreh ension so me light ed it ing has been necessary.
This was confined to an occasiona l punctuat ion mark, the use of consistent
forms of spe lling fo r pe rsons ' names, e.g . La Trobe writes McArthu r and
Macarthu r for the same p erson, and so me c la rificat ions inserted in square
brackets, e .g. U[n ion ] B[an k] o f A [ustra lia ].

As La Trobe's eyes ight worsened h is hand writ ing became increasing ly
difficu lt to read and so me words have had to be o mitted in the text; o missions
are generally shown thus [. . . ?] Vagaries of grammar and spelling, and La
Trobe 's use of dots, dashes and abbreviations have all been reta ined. So me of
his phras ing is odd, so me p ictu resque and often , as he says, ‘ch eerfu lizing '.

A. THE LETTERS

To

John Mu rray 15 December 1840 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Brockedon 12 May 1842 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 30 April 1844 La Trobe Lib ra ry
(Unid entified ) December 1844 La Trobe Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 23 January 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 29 January 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 8 March 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 26 April 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 14 May 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 23 September 1847 Mitche ll Lib rary
Sophie La Trobe 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 12 March 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 14 March 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 16 March 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 19 March 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 7 April 1848 Mitche ll Lib rary
R. C. Gunn 17 August 1848 Mitche ll Lib rary
Sophie La Trobe September 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 28 September 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 1 December 1848 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 1 Febru ary 1849 La Trobe Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 2 March 1849 Dixson Lib rary
Sophie La Trobe 18 January 1850 La Trobe Lib ra ry
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Sophie La Trobe 20 January 1850 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 11 February 1850 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 12 March 1850 La Trobe Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 10 December 1850 Dixson Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 6 February 1852 Dixson Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 8 October 1852 Mitche ll Lib ra ry
R. C. Gunn 13 August 1853 Mitche ll Lib ra ry
Peter? La Trobe 24 September 1853 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Sophie La Trobe 28 October 1853 La Trobe Lib ra ry
James Graham 21 April 1854 Un iversity Arch ives
Dav id Charteris McA rthur late 1854 Un iversity Arch ives
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 3 February 1855 Un iversity Arch ives
Charlotte Pe let 3 April 1855 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 27 July 1855 Un iversity Arch ives
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 3 April 1856 Un iversity Arch ives
Charlotte Pe let 15 August 1859 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 16 January 1860 Un iversity Arch ives
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 11 May 1860 Un iversity Arch ives
Dav id Charteris McA rthur 23 December 1860 Un iversity Arch ives
R. C. Gunn 19 January 1864 Dixson Lib ra ry
Charlotte & Rose Pelet 26 May 1864 La Trobe Lib ra ry
Rose Pe let 19 December 1864 La Trobe Lib ra ry
James Graham 25 March 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 15 May 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
F. A. Po wlett 25 May 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 25 June 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graha m 18 August 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 24 October 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 18 Novemb er 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 22 December 1865 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 15 January 1866 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 19 February 1866 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 21 March 1866 Un iversity Arch ives
James Graham 16 April 1866 Un iversity Arch ives
Alexander Mo llison 29 April 1870 RHSV Lib ra ry
Alexander Mo llison 20 December 1870 RHSV Lib ra ry
Alexander Mo llison 18 February 1871 RHSV Lib ra ry
James Graham 19 March 1872 Un iversity Arch ives

B. OTHER DOCUM ENTS

State Library of Victoria
Votes and Proceed ings, Vic. Leg islat ive Council.

La Trobe Library
79/1 Memoranda of Journeys, Excu rsions and Absences, 1839-54, Vo l. 1,

137 pp; Vo l. 2, 77 pp.
Notes on Jou rneys, 22 pp. Extracts fro m ent ries fo r 1844 and 1846

are quoted in the text .
H 15627 Excu rsion fro m Melbou rne, 1840, 5 pp .
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H 15624 Memo randu m (W right's Settlement at W estern Port ).
Lette rs, G. H. Cou rtenay to La Trobe, 11 Feb ruary, 9 March 1960.

Mitchell Library
A 246, 249, 251 Gunn Co rrespondence, 3 Vo ls.
MS 200 La Trobe Lette rs.

Dixson Library
MS Q 352 Lette rs to Rona ld Campbe ll Gunn, 2 March 1849-19 January 1864,

typescript, 13 pp .

Royal Historical Society of Victoria Library
Mollison Papers

2. References
An der son, H ugh, Victo ria: From Discov ery To Fede rat ion, 1974.
Boy s, R. D., Firs t Y ears at Por t Phil lip , 1935.
Bride, T . F., L ett ers F rom Vic tor ian Pion ee rs, 1898
Clark, C. M. H., e d., Sel ect Docum ent s In Aus tral ian Hi sto ry, 1788-1850, 1950.
Daley, C., et a i, Vi cto ria Th e Fi rst Cen tury, 1934.
Doyle, E. A., e d., Th e Story Of The Centu ry 1851·-1951, 1951.
Fit zpat rick, Kathleen, Si r John Fran klin in Ta sm ania 1837-43, 1949.
‘ Garryo wen' ( Finn, E dm un d), Chron icl es Of Ea rl y Melbou rne, 2 Vol s, 1888.
Gross, Alan, Cha rl es Joseph La Trob e, 1956.
Mc Cra e, H ugh, e d., Geo rgiana 's Jou rna l : Me lbourn e A Hund red Yea rs Ago.
Ne wnham, W . R., M elbou rne The B iograph y of A C ity, 1956.
Serl e, A. G., The Golden Ag e, 1963.
P ike, Do uglas, gen. e d., Sh a w, A. G. L., Clark, C. M. H., sec. eds., Au st ral ian D ict ionary of

Biography, Vol. 1, 1966, Vol. 2, 1967.
Blake, L. J., 'Int ri guin g My stery of Geelon g Key s', Ge elong Adv er ti se r, 30 Jan uary, 1971.
Barn es, Ro bert , 'La T robe Gen ealo gy', t ype script , 1972.
McIntyre, K. G., 'P ortuguese Discov erie s On T he A ust ralian Coa st ', Vic tor ian Hi sto ri cal

Maga zine, Vol. 45, No.4, Nov. 1974.
Ra msay, T . M., 'Hi storical Survey of Jo limont in Ea st Me }bo urne', Victo rian Hi sto ri cal

Maga zine, Vol. 36, No.2, M ay 1965.
Rit chi e, Joan M., 'T he La T robe- Amiet Let t ers " La Trob e Lib ra ry Jou rnal, Vol. 4, No. 15,

April 1975.
T urner, H. G., 'A Day in 1839, Mr La T robe's Arriv al', Victo rian Hi sto ri cal Magaz ine,

Vol. 1, 1911.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Letters and docu ments, as itemized under Sources and Refe rences, and

illustrations listed are rep roduced fro m the o rigina ls in the La Trobe Co llect ion,
State Lib rary o f Victoria by permission o f the Library Counc il o f Victoria , and by
permission fro m the Dixson and M itche ll Libra ries, Sydney, fro m the Graham
Bros & Co. Co llect ion, Un ivers ity of Melbourne A rch ives, fro m the Nat ional
Trust of Austra lia (Victoria), and fro m the Roya l Historica l Soc iety of Victoria .

The generous co-operation of these institutions in fac ilitat ing the search for the
personal lette rs of La Trob e and the associated research invo lved, and for the
re lease of manuscript and illustrat ive materia l for pub licat ion is greatly
apprec iated .

Spec ifica lly , than ks are due to Dr. John H. de la Trobe o f Hamburg , Sh irley
Blake , Chery l Burman , Bess Coo k, Va lerie Koch , M rs Payne , Margery Ramsay,
Patric ia Reyno lds, Jan Tay lor, Geo rge Bo lwell, Rodney Dav idson, Ken Green,
Ken Ho rn, Les Houston, Mart in Merchant , Joe Rossiter, Fran k St rachan and
John Tho mpson.

May 1975
L. J. B.


