
La Trobe:
The Making of a Governor
CHARLES JOSEPH LA TROBE, TROBE WAS SUPERINTENDENT OF THE PORT PHILLIP DISTRICT OF

NEW SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA'S FIRST LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR (1851–1854). HIS

ADMINISTRATION, WHICH COINCIDED WITH THE TURBULENT CHALLENGES OF THE VICTORIAN

GOLD RUSHES, WAS HIGHLY CONTROVERSIAL.

He departed from office a disappointed man whose contribution to the development of the colony was not
immediately recognised. His was a vision of a cultured, economically viable and Christian society, with equality of
opportunity for all. Any recognition of his achievements eluded him, especially regarding the Aboriginal people and
the goldfields administration.

As Dianne Reilly Drury shows in this fascinating investigation of the man, La Trobe's actions, ideas and behaviours
during his fifteen years in office in Melbourne may be best understood by an examination of the way his character
was shaped - especially by the influences on him of the Moravian faith and education, by his passion for travel and
by the devotion and support of his family and friends in England and Switzerland.
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Dianne Reilly Drury is an historian who was La Trobe Librarian at the State Library of Victoria from 1982 until
2008. A graduate of the University of Melbourne and Monash University and an Honorary Fellow in the School of
Historical and Philosophical Studies at the University of Melbourne, she has published widely on Charles Joseph La
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