Grevillea La Trobeana Engraving by K

.+ L.a Trobeana

The Newsletter of the La Trobe Society of Australia

‘robe Collection, State Library of

Volume 2, No.2, June 2004

IN THIS EDITION

Page
Forthcoming Events 2004 1
The Hugeunot Society of Australia 1
Dr Ferdinand von M uéller, by Tom Darrah  1-5
GrevilliaLaTrobeanaby Helen Coln 5-7
Jolimont Revisited 9-11
LaTrobe' s 203" Birthday Celebration 12
Robert Hoddle: Pioneer Surveyor 12

2ty

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 2004

Joint RHSV/La Trobe Society AGL Shaw
La Trobe Lecture

Tuesday 15 June, 5.30 pm at RHSV,
A’Beckett Street, Melbourne.

Speaker: Mr Paul Fox The First Primrose
from England: sentiment and reality in
gardening, early Port Phillip’

Annual Generd Meeting

To beheld on Tuesday 24 August a the Nationa
Trug (Victorid), Tasma Terrace, Mdbourne at
6.00 pm for 6.30 pm. Our spesker wil be Mr
Peter Lovdl, Director, Allom Lovdl &
Associates, who will gve atak on his family and
the West Indies within the context of La Trobe's
interest and time spent there. Refreshments
provided.

Christmas Cocktails

Will be hdd again a University House on
Tuesday 7 Deember, 6.30 — 8.30 pm. Mak
your diary now!

ISSN 1447-4026

The Hugeunot Society of Australia:

The following is a message from Robert Nash, the
President of the Hugeunat Society of Audralia:

The Hugeunat Society of Audralia welcomes anyone
intereded in the Hugeunots andtheir hisory. Wehave
regular talksin Sydney, andthere will be at leag two
talksin Melbournetoo in 2004. We also publish a
newdetter, and offer adviceto members on Hugeunat
family higory research.

For moreinformation logonto our website

http://members.opt ushome com.aw/ozhug/
or email us on ozhug@optushome.com.au

=

Ferdinand Mueller and Charles La
Trobe'

During his period as Governor of Victoria
followingthe separaion of the Port Phillip Didrict from
New South Walesasthe new colony of Victoria, Charles
Jossph La Trobke edablished or encouraged the
developmett of sevea cutua and  scientific
ingituions Among them was the indituion now
known asthe Naional Herbarium of Victoria. He did
this by the gopointmat of a Governmat Botanid.
Batany was jud one of LaTrobes mawy intereds, but
snce his arival in Mdbourne he had little opportunity
to furthe it. This was due to ladk of time and perhaps
moreimportantly to the absence of anybody inthe

! Thisatide draws on the | etters collected together by the
Ferdinand von Mudler Correspondence Project. | am grateful
to my project colleagues Sara M aroske and Helen Cohn for
their suggestions and comments


http://members.optushome.com.au/ozhug/
mailto:ozhug@optushome.com.au

Digria who knew anything abou the subjedt.2 La
Trobe had occasionally collected plant gpedmenson his
vaious tours through the Didridt that he sat to the
herbarium & Neuchéel in Swhitzerland. These spedmens
were examined by Carl Friedrich Meise, Profesor of
Botany & Basel Universty and when describing plants
collected in Audralia by Ludwig Preiss he honoured La
Trobe by dedicaing a new genus of bush pea, Latrobea,
to him.3

In July 1852 La Trobe had the opportunity to
indulge his botanical intereds as well as futher the
interegs of the Colony. He received a lete from the
well known Englidh nauralig William Svainon, then in
New South Wales offering his savicesto underteke a
botanicd survey of the Colony for one year. LaTrobe
accepted this offer, but as it turned ou the results of
Snvainson's work were very disappointing.  Shortly after
receivingthis offer, LaTrobe would have been surprised
and pleased to med a uwiversty-traned German
botanig, Ferdinand Mueller, who caried a lata of
introduction to La Trobe from the Adelaide merchant
Francis Duton. La Trobe mettioned Mueller in a leter
to theTasmanian nauralis Robeat Gunn:

Thereis an honest looking German here, Dr
Mdller, who as far as | can judge seems to be
more of a botanist than any man | have hitherto
met in theColony; and | shdl give him every
encouragt. - He has furnished me with the
description of the genus Larobea of Me sner.
Both the species brunonis & genistaides were
formerly ranked as Pultenege it appears. | have
no specimen but if | can procure any from any
quarter, will take carethat you get it Hetdls
me that an exceedingly pretty dwarf acad a
flowering most abundantl[y] in itsnative soil a
Jolimont has been distinguished by my name
dso.4

2 Maroske, S. & Cohn, H. M., 199, Such Ingenious Birds:
Ferdinand Mudler and William Swainson in Victoria
Mudleria 7(4), p. 537.

% Mdsner, C. F., 1848, in Lenmann, J.G.C. (ed), 1844-48,
Plantae preissiarae... (M e ssner, Hamburg) 2 (2-3), p. 219.
Species of thisgenus are endemic to Western Austrdia

# Charles LaT robe to Ronald Gunn, 8 October 1853, Gunn
correspondence, Mitchdl Library, Sydney. The description
copied by Mudler is in the LaT robe papers, Augrdian
Manuscripts Collection, Sae Library of Victoria The acacia
was Acacia latrobe Me sner in Lehmann (1844-5), val. 1, p.
10. T hespecimen on which thedescription was based was
collected by LaTrobein Port Phillip and sent to the
Neuchéd Herbarium. It iscurrently regarded as a synonym
of Acacia acinacea Lindley.
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Ferdinand Mueller, 1861.

LaTrobe was 0 impressed by Mudler that he
direded tha a sum be placed on the edimaes for the
following year for employment of a Government

Botanig and intendedto offer Mweller the postion when
themoney wasvoted by Parliament 5

Muelle had arived in South Audralia in
Decanba 1847. He was a qualified pharmacid, who
had undertaken wiversty dudies in otay a Kiel
University and made extensive botanical invegigaionsin
the Duchies of Shleswig and Holgein where he lived.
His parents and one sider had died of tuberculoss, so
Mueller dedded to take himsdf and his two surviving
sseasto wha he regarded as a hedlthie climae He
initidly chose the idand of Madeira6 but dortly kefore
depature he seemsto have been pesuaded, goparently
by the Hamburg phamacida and botanis Wilhdm
Sonder, to go to South Audraliaingead. No dbubt this

®> Maroske & Con, op. dt, p. 538; RW. Home ¢ al. (eds),
1998, Regardfuly Yours: Sdected correspondence of
Ferdinand von Mudler (Lang, Bern), vdume 1 1840-1859,
pp. 138, 766, 767.

® Mudler's Re sepass or pasport No. 317, dated Altona, 8
July 1847, (Royd Batanic Gardens Mebaourne Library) was
filled out for Madeira, but then dtered toPort Addade



was because it would give Muelle the opportunity to
pursue lotany in an area tha was dill relaively
unknown lotanically and ©© had much to offe the
botanicd oolledtor.

We know from family corregpondence tha
Muelle never intended to day in Audralia When his
sstas were dHtled, it was his intention to reun to
Shleswig and purchase apharmacy there using part of a
family legacy. In 1849 his uncle was negotiaing with
the owner of the Husum pharmacy where Mueller had
undertaken his goprenticeship with aview to Ferdinand
taking it over. The oulresk of war between the Danish
Govenment and the German gexking inhabitants of
the two duchies was one reaon tha preveted his
reumn.7 Ancther was probably money, given tha he
wanted to pursue his love of botay and to do tha he
neeckd to travd to oolled plants. Collecting trips cog
money and took him away from paid enployment as a
pharmacig in Adelaice. By 1851 he was sending part of
his collections to Europe, where Sonde arranged their
description and sale®

Following the discovay of @ld and the
consequat inaeae in populaion of ndghlouring
Victoria, Mueller took the opportunity to move there in
August 1852. He arrived in Mellourne aboard Hero on
14 Augug and &t p in business as apharmecig & 244
Lonsddle Qreg Ead, Meloune® Wheher Mueller
actually practiced as a pharmecig in Melbourne is not
clea. Although his business is lided in the 1853
direcory, which would indicae tha he moved into the
shop and perhagps had paid hisrae indament, he could
only have operaed there for a very dort time. By
Januay 1853 he was gopointed Governmeat Botanid
and gated on his firgd oolletting tour on 29 Jnuay to
the eadern half of the Colony, three days after his
appointment. LaTrobehad gecifically directed Mueller
to invedigae the Vidorian Alps probably because this
was an ae tha La Trobe himself had neve had a
chance to vist during histours of the Colony. Mueller
reuned in the following June having done asLaTrobe
expressed it “asmuch as| expected & more than any but
a german, drunk with thelove of hisScience, - & careless
of ease - & regardlessof difficuity in whaever form it

! Voigt, J. & Snkora, D.M., 199, Ferdinand (von) Miler in
Schleswig-Holstein, or: The making of a scientist and of a
migrant. Higorical Records of Austraian Science 11(1), p.
28.

8 W. Sonder to Eduard Fenzl, 15 November 1852 (Archiv der
Universitét, Wien). T he price for Mudler's plantswas 8
Re chstders per 100 specimens alittleover £1 Sterling.

° Mdbourne Commerdial Directory for 1853 p. 30.

might presant it<elf - could have &feded in the time &
under the circums ances’.*°

Mueller's fird collections of plants were snt to
LaTrobe by ship from Gippdand and LaTroke directed
tha a place be made available for the plats in the
Botanical Gardenswhere Mueller could work on them

Muellee wrote extensve reports on  his
botanicd findings during this firg excurson which were
avidy read by La Trobe Muelle'sfirg report, dated 27
June 1853, bears the annotaion by La Trobe "L& me
have dl thesereports from the outset" * In August 1853
Mueller proposed ancthe trip through the wedern half
of the colony and the Vidorian Alps from which he
reuned in April 1854. On a third excursion
undertaken after La Troke had depated and Charles
Hotham had taken over as the new Govenor, Mueller
ascended the Bogong Range discovering two high
mountains  In his anual report he solicited "His
Excellency'spamission to hame the grandeg of both Mt
Hotham, and the second in heigt Mt Larobe'
Unfortuinaely Meueller's compass bearings teken to
locae these two mountans as well as other festures
named by him were inaccurate owing to the magnetic
interference of basalt in the vicinity and his names were
not used. Mudler's Mt Larobe is now known as Mt
Loch. Mt Hotham and Mt L arobe did come into use, but
appliedto other festures™

None of Muelle's reports were addressed to La
Trobe of coure. As a proper public savat, dl his
corregpondence was addressed to hisimmedia e superior
the Colonial Secretary, William Lonsdde, bu all official
reports were read by LaTrobe as head of government
and bear hisinitials thet hehad read them.** Because of
his intered, La Trobe al© had copies made of some if
not al, of Mueller's reports which he reained for his

9 Home et al. op. dit. pp 786-769

1 Annotation by LaTrobeon letter by Mudller, dated
Alberton 10 May 1853, informing LaT robe that he had
forwarded an account of his journey by hip and requesting a
quiet pace to commence his work of describing them during
the winter months Pulic Record of Victoria VPRS 3991,
unit 408, letter 53/4945.

12 RW. Home et al. op. dit. p. 149.

13 Gillbank, L., 1992, Alpine batanica expeditions of
Ferdinand Mudler. Mudleria 7(4), pp. 478 481

* Home et all. op. dit. p. 149,



own use® A copy of Mudler's report of 5 September
1853 was ent by La Trobe to the Secreay of Sae for
the Colonieswith the comment tha:
T he gentleman whose services in the capacity of
Government Botanist it has been our good fortune
to secure, is one whose ability both in the
collection & examindion of the Flora of this and
the neighbouring Coloniesis beyond al question.16

It is dso clear from the correppondence and reports that
though there is very little diredt official correspondence
between the two men, La Trobe and Mueller did mee
and discuss Mueller's work and findings. One Idter,
written whild Mueller was gill in the field from Angus
McMillan's property, Bushy Pak, in Gippdand, was
probably addressed to La Trobe personally because
Mueller feared tha La Trobe would have departed
before Mueller's reaum and he would not have the
opportunity tothank LaTrobe. It runs asfollows:

Bushy park, 14 March 1854
Sir
Acoordingto your Excellency'sformer
pemission, I took thelibety of forwardingthe
botanicd oolletions which | formed in the
Showy mountains and laterly in theeagen
patsof Gippsland,tothe Police Magidrate a

Alberton, whom | desiredto forwardthemto
you Excellency.

The oollections from the Grampians
have been patly degpached by themailto the
Pogmag e in Geelong, and partly through Mr
Commissona Bdl to Mellourne; andthe
Murray plants| hadan opportunity of sending
to the botanic Garden. The herbarium from
thisenvirons will passthrough Mr Capt.
Careyshands.

If my progessisnat interrupted by
unforseen obstacles, | hopeto inarease during
my next excursonsto Mount Wellingon and
someothe ouskirtsof the Audralian alpsmy
collections fromthis season to nearly 600
gpecies, which, added to alou 1000
phanerogamic and 200 aryptogamic plantso
lagt year, would leavehardy morethan 200
Victoriaplants undiscovered, presumingtha
thiscolony possesses alout 2000 really
indigenousandwell marked species

5 Copies hddinLaTrobe pagpers, Audrdian Manuscripts
Collection, StateLibrary of Victoria

' Home et al. op. dit., p 164
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As your Excdlency might have possibly
departed from Mdbourne before my travel s ended,
| fed it my duty at this opportunity to express to
your Excdlency my deepest gratitude for so many
signs of benevolence and favour, and for the
uncessing interest and patronage, which you, Sir,
evinced towards my depatment and my humble
|abours.

| have the honour to be,
your Excdlency's
mog obedient and humbl est servant
Ferd. Mudler

His Excdlency Governor La T robe,
&cé&cé&c
Mé bourne®’

Because of heavy rain, Mueller was prevented
from visting Mout Wellingon, so reumed to
Melboune in April well before La Trobe's departure.
When LaTrobe left Melboume in May 1854, headted as
a courier for Mueller, taking manuscripts, gpedamens
and letters, which included materid to be passed over to
dr William Hooke of the Royal Botanic Gardens a
Kew. Thiswasto ensuretha the material arived safely '

It is not clear whethe Mudler and La Trobe
remained in dose contad after La Trobes departue.
However, Mueller never forgot an obligetion andhe was
deeply indelted to La Trobe, who gave him the
opportunity to pusue hislife intered. So it isno surprise
to find tha in 1859 Muelle st a gpedmen of the
genus Larokea when he finally had maerial to sand.
The gecimen was accompanied by a letter:

M ebourne bot. & zool
Garden 16 Aug 1859
My dear Mr LaT robe

Snceyour depature from us | bear
alwaysyour requed in mind, of fumishingyou
with a pecimen of the genusL arolea,
established by Prof. Meiser, but was not able
to do 2 until now, when our collector sends for
thefirg timethe L arobea genidoidesfrom
W. Audraia

| feel confident, altho' | have seen no
gpecimensaf it, tha the L @robea Brunonis
Meise isnothing but ameagre desat form of
L. ganigoides.

7' |_aTrobe papers, Australian Manuscripts Collection, State
Library of Victoria

% Home et al. op. dit, p. 179, 185.



My work on theplantsof Vidoria,
which you, much beloved Sr, 2 kindfully &
generoudy initiated, isnow underthe press
andmany beautiful illustrationsfor it are
prepared. My multifarious duties do not
render it possibleto make much rgpid progress
withit, yet | hope, - s faavelint™ - to send
youthefird fagticle beforethe end of the year.
Our muual venerablefriend, Sr William
Hooker, takes in my laboursaslivily an
intered as ever.

Widhing with your numeous friends
hereyou all prosperity. | reamain, dear &
eseemed Jr,you always

graeul

Ferd. Mueller
C.J. LarobeEsy. C.B.
&c&c&c?®

Whehe this leter prompted a gift in reum is
not known, but La Trobe snt Mudler a book on Sniss
fungi with coloured plaes in Novembea 1859 It was a
copy of J. Berger Die essbaren, verdadhtigen & giftigen
Schwaemme der Schweiz (Bern, 1845-1850) bearing the
insription:

To Dr Ferdinand M Uller
with kind regards
C.J.LaTrobe

Nov 1859*

Thisisthe lag evidence we have of any contact
between the two men following La Trobe's depature
from Vidoria.

ThomasA. Daragh
Museum Vidoria

References

L. Glbank, 1992. Alpine botanical expeditions of
Ferdinand Mueller. Muelleria7(4), pp. 473-489.

191§ fate wishes.

20 | aTrobe papers, Australian Manuscripts Collection, La
TrobeCollection, Sae Library of Victoria

2L Thisvolume is held & theRoya Botanic Gardens
Mebourne Library.

R. Home, A.M. Lucas, S Maroke, D.M. Snkoraand
JH. Voig (eds). Regardfully Yours: Selected
Corregpondence of Ferdinand von Mueller. Volume 1:
1840-1859, Bern, Lang, 1998.

S Maroke& H. M. Cohn, 1992. “Such ingenious
Birds: Ferdinand Mueller and William Snain®nin
Victoria. Muelleria7(4), pp. 529-553.

JH. Voig & D.M. Snkora, 1996. Ferdinand (von)
Mdiller in Schlesnig-Holdein, or: TheM&kingof a
Sientig andof aMigrant. Historical Recordsof
Audtralian Science 11(1), pp. 13-33.

Grevillea latrobei

Grevillea latrobei was fird described by Carl Massne
(who previoudy gdled his name Meiqe) in 1844.
Bomn in Bern in 1800, Meisnea spat sevaa yeasin
his youh dudying in some of the grea European
centres of leaning: Pais, Vienna and Gottingen. It
was here tha he earned his dodorae in medicine in
1824. From Germany he went to Geneva to qudy
botany under one of the leading botanigs of the time,
Augustin de Candblle In 1830 Meishe becane
Professor of Botany and diredor of the botanic
gardens in Basel, which pog he held until his
regirenet ove 40 yeas lae. His vaious
publicaions, both looks and jouna aticles,
established him as one of the leading sydematic
botanigsof histime

The work in which Meissner published
Grevillea larobeé was Plantae preissana This is one
of the mod important of the early works on the
Audralian flora It contains the desxiptions of
thousands of plaits new to science from the Swan
River Colony in the souhwest of Wedern Audralia.
These were the colledtions of Johann Ludwig Preiss.
He had ventued to the Colony as a plant oolletor
having advetised in Hamburg in 1837 for sponsors to
underwrite his travels. In raun for thdar support the
sponrs would recdve part of his oollections as s&'s
of gedmens Preiss arived in the Colony in
Decanba 1838 and dayed for nealy fou yeas.
During tha time he traveled widely, someimes
collecting in company with other lotanical enthusiags
such asJames Drummond and GeorgianaMolloy.



When he arrived back in Hamburg Preiss had
over 100,000 specimens of plants congituting abou
2,800 differet gecies. In addition, as was typical of
nauraligs & tha period, he had many 2zoological
specimens His friend, Johann Lehmann, Profesor of
Naurd Hidory a the Gymnasium in Hamburg and
Direttor of the Hamburg Botanic Garden, assumed the
tak of sorting the collection and digribuing it to
expats in the diffaet plat groups These expats
included leading Euopean totanigs such as Jbachim
Sedz Otto Sonde, Chrigdian Nees von Esnbed,
Friedrich Miquel, Alexande Braun, Sephan Endlicher
and Meisner. His tak was to dexribe the families
Leguminosag Thymdaccae  Polygonaceze and
Proteaceze. It was to this late family tha Grevillea
latrobei belonged. As acoounts of the plants were
written, Lehmann as editor spervised the publication
of Preisss olledions in the 2-volume Plantae
preissana (Hamburg, 1844-8). Some of Preiss's
specimens are now pat of the olledions of the
Naional Herbarium of Vidoria They were received
in Melboune during Ferdinand Mueller's time as
Government Botanig, and came as pat of the personal
herbaria of Sedz and Sondea purchased by Mueller
for theVidorian government colledtions

Grevillearosmarinifolia
Sources: Curtis s hotanical magezine, (1872), plae
5971

There is no known connedion between La
Trobe and Preiss, and La Trobe neve visted the Svan
River Colony. Futheamore Grevllea latrobel was a
plant from the eastern part of Audralia. SO how did
Meise come to include this gecies in a work tha is
primarily abou Wegern Audralian plants?

In publihing a new description lotanids
usually note dedls of the gpecimen from which they
worked, particularly the place & which it was collected
and by whom. Meiser atached to the end of his
Lain desxription of Grevillea latrobei the following:
‘In colonia ad Portem Philippi legit cl. Larobe (Herb.
Mus. Neocomeng’. Tha is, the gpecimen was
collecdted by La Trobe in the Colony of Port Philip.
More importattly, the pecimen was in the Museum in
Neuchétel, only abou 100 kilometres from Basd. It is
hardy surprisng to find tha La Trobe had sent
specimens to the museum in the town where he had
et seveaa years as a young man. In al 21 species
collected by La Trobe were publihed by Meishe in
Plantae preissana

Naming plats after thdar colledor was a
common practice. It had the meit of publicly
acknowledging the contribtion of the colledor to
botanicd science and was Smeimes used to
encourage the colledor to greater efforts Besides
Grevillea latrobei, several of the gecies colleced by
LaTrobe & Port Philip were named dte him. Among
than were Zichya larobei and Acacia latrobei. Not
many of these Pecies fill have the same name. There
are several reaons why thismight have hgppened.

One of the mog important reasons has to do
with the heer volume of material flooding into Europe
and Britain from Audralia Sientific communicaion
was dow and not vay sophidicaed. It was hard for
even the mog rigorous of botanigsto be familiar with
evaything tha was being published. S two people
were likely to publish the same plait with different
names in ignorance of what the other person had done.
In such ingences the fird name in print tekes
precedence. Unfortunaely for Meissa, wha he
called Acada latrobd had already been described with
the name Acacia adnaceae by John Lindley in
Thomas Mitchell's Three expeditions into the interior
of eagern Audralia (Londbn, 1838). SO Méasnea’s
name had to give way to Lindley’s In the case of
Zichya latrobei, it was judged by George Bentham in
the Flora audraliensgs tha the goplicaion of the
gengic name was in earor. Here the ecific nane
honoring La Trobe was reaned Hence Zichya
latrobei became Gycinelarobei.

La Troke's name has been atached to plaits
of which he was not the oollector. Ferdinand Mueller
made a pradice of naming plants not just dte their



collectors but alo dter people who were in postions
of influence or had rendered assiganceto him. It was
La Trobe who gppointed Mweller to the postion of
Govenment Botanig. In naming Eremophila latrobei,
Muelle paid tribute to La Trobe s services to botany.
It was, wrote Mueller, ‘anoble species, well worthy of
bearing the name of the excellet Charl. Dbs. La Trobe,
a grea paron of Botany, and to whose love for sdence
the botanical depatmett under my adminigraion
owes its origin'. This was not an isolaed ingance of
Mueller usng La Trobe s name as a specific epithe.
However, Mudler's names were as likdy as
Meisnea’ sto suffer the fate of having been pre-empted.
Correa larobeana was desxribed by Muelle from a
specimen he olleded on the Delaite River in
Mach 1853, less than two months d&te his
appointment.  Unfortunately Willian Hooker had
already named it Correa lawrenciana.

If you have been arching the naive plant
nurseries for Grevillea larobei to plat in your garden,
there is a good reason why you can't find it. It is now
considered tha it belongs in the highly vaiable
species Grevillea rogmarinifolia as one of the named
subspecies. SO diverse is this gecies complex tha
some recognised vaiats cary the name of the
digriads where they are found, for indance the ‘Lara
foom’ and the ‘Whipgidk form'. To complicae
maters futher, it intergrades morphologically with
Grevillea lanigera and hybridises with several other
Grevillea species

It is gengaly acknowledged by Audralids
Grevillea experts tha this gecies complex needs
further dudy. Grevillea latrobei is now known as
Grevillea rogmarinifolia subspecies rogmarinifolia.

Horticulturally speking Greiillea
rognarinifolia and its many naua and cultivaed
vaidies are highly popula and successful garden
plants. Basic requirements ae good drainage and sun
to sami-shade. The plantstend to be frod-tolerant and
able to withdand extended periods of no rain. They
flowar for many months generally over winte and are
good for atracting native birds. Flowers vary in colour
from reds and pinksto yellow. In habit the plants range
from prodrae forms to shrubs reaching several metres
in heigt. To rean the individual charaderidics of
named varigties propagetion mus be from cutings or
other vegaaive means. Grevillea rognainifolia in its
many varigies should be available in your favourite
naiveplant nursay.

Helen M. Cohn
Royd Botanic Gardens M elbourne

POST-SCRIPT for Melbourne
Art Work 150 Years in the Making

The City of Melboune, in conjincion with the
NextWave Fedival, sponsored a temporary public
atwork commemorating 150 years snce Melloumne's
firga Lieuwenant-Governor, Chales Jsgph La Trobe,
ended his teem in office. La Trobe sdled badk to
England in the fird week of May 1854, dter presiding
over Mdhourng firgd as Superintendat of the Port
Phillip Didria from 1839, then as Lieuenant-Governor
from 1851-54.

Post-Script for Melbourne used the text of one
of LaTrobe's hand-written leters, itself 175 yeas old,
into a lagerthan-life ingdlaion a the Alexandra
Gardens. La Trobe's own words were spray painted into
extralarge ldteing on the grass, usng ray pant
normally reserved for sport field linemarkings. It can be
seen from Prince's Bridge.

The work isthe creaion of two Brisbane based
atigs. ound and visual artig Like Jaanide, and theare
diredor and desgha Nerida Jaanide PostScript for
Melbourne was planned to exig fo;' the lengh of the
NextWave Fegival, from 18 to 30 May, although rain
may havewashed some it away before the end of May.

L uke Jaanide paintingthe Alexandra Gardens with La
Trobe's lete to Governor Gipps

S how did the artigs come up with the idea?
Artig Luke Jaanide said tha he firg visted Mdbourne
last year, and was indantly sruck by the flowing
landscape. 'Compared to Brishane where | am based,
and Sydhey wheremy family camefrom, M elbtoune Gty
feels very spacious and amogpheric. It's a beauiful
plece to walk around, and | immediaely began to think
abou wha artwork we oould creae tha engaged with
the landscape.'



'Pog-Script for Mel boume' seen fromPrinces Bridge

The NextWave Fedival's theme this year was
‘Unpopular Culture' and the atigs began to think about
graffiti - acultural form tha is both part of popular and
youth cultures and often unpopular as well. 'We then
stated thinking abou other unpopular text-base forms,
and were lead to think abou the dying art of leter
writing. Post-Script for Melboune is simply our mix of
Melloumne's beautiful landscgpe with grafiti and the
dyingart of leter-writing!"

LEFT to RIGHT: Arid Vdent (artsofficer, City of
Méboume), Jod ene Schambri, (EventsM anager, Parks&
Recregtion, City of Mdbaurne), Tridian Koenig (Associae
Producer, visud ats NextWaveFedivd), Lukeand Nerida
Jeeni ste (co-cregtors).

Searching for old hand-written leters was the
next 4ep, which lead Luke and Nerida to the |eters of
Mellboune's fird Lieutenant-Govenor Chales La
Trobe. In this artwork, they felt the city's higory was
literdly rewriting itself] 'Asyoung people, it's anazing
for us to consder the wealth of higory in a place like
Melbourne, and consider allthe liveslived before us.

The cowplehavedready crested several artworks
where they have used public parklands as 'canvases for
atworks In 2002 they ray-painted the shadows of
trees @ Souh Bank Parklands in Brisbane and in2003,
cresged mini aop circles by plaiting grass seeds in
vaiouspatensaroundthe Fortitude Valley in Brisbane.
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The display took 22 man-hoursto creae over T uesday
and Wethedsy 1819 May 2004. Tuesdsy in the
drizzlingrain! Wechesday in glorious sinshine

The following is atranscript of pat of the lelter used in
theingallaion:
Meboume

19 October 1839
My dear Sr George,

Thefirst scene of thefirst act of the dramaiis over.

T he we come which the good peopl e of this portion
of your territories gave me, was as the papers would
say 'enthusiastic’: that isto say, the grave amongst
them got up grave addresses & received grave
answers - the gay made bonfires, put lightsinther
casements & fired off fowling pieces: & the lower
dass got jovidly drunk & were fined dl in my
honor. ... T he second scene has now commenced.

T he newspapers begin to give me agreat ded of very
excdlent advice ... every man in thestregt thinks (as
I must now have rested sufficiently from the fatigues
of the voyage) that it would be both improper &
impoliticto passthe door of my temporary offi ce
without stopping to do busness with 'His Honor'.

... Officid men have dl some arears of one kind or
an-other to fetch up: having modestly kept them in
the back ground till 'His Honor' should arrive: so
that | am led to suppose that every body withinthe
District thinksthat he doesthe state good servicein
assdling me. ... They will soonfind that the lemon
has been squeezed so often tha thereis no longer
any juicein it, & then | hopeto have aquiet life. A
quiet lifeit may be, but | have noideathat it will be
anidleone | amsure you will give metimeto
recollect mysdf & to get to understand my business
& then | will send youafull report of what is doing
& wha isto be donein this part of the Colony. . ..
Mrs. LaTrobeis wdl, thank God, inthe midst of dl
our discomfort & confusion for we have not yet been
ableto ge into our quarters. Sherequests meto present
her kind regards to L ady Gipps to whom| beg to offer my
respeds.

My dear Sir George

Your very fathfully
Chales Jos. LaTrobe




Views of thetext of thelete from LaTrobeto Gipps.

Extracts from Lete # 2, pp. 4-6, A GL Shaw (ed),
Gipps-La Trobe Correspondence 1839-1846, Melboume
Univesity Press, 1989.

BN 0522 84388 3

Fay Woodhouse

JOLIMONT SQUAREREVISITED

Inthe sameLaTrobeletea used by the atigsL uke and
Nerida Jaanige, daed 19 Octoba 1839to Governor
Gipps, LaTrobe oulinedhisarrangemetsfor
acoommodation, and describesthelandtha he later
purchased andtha was named Jlimont

Melloume Times
19 October 1839

My dear Sr George

... Asto my own privae arangs. -they ae
soon daed. Uponmy arival here, | fixed upon
a suitable got inthe Government paddock, next
to tha in which Cgpn L resides& took
measuresto put yp my portable cottage &
whaeve officeswereindispensably necessary. |
knowthat | an thereon sfferance & not of
right, & tha whenever circumdancesmay
obligeyouto tell meto remove | must do so &
all riks. Nevertheless | have bean obligedto
spend D much evenin puting wp these

(temporary erectionsfor such they must be

called) fromthe exorbitant price of labour (10/
to 14/ per diem) & maerials, that thisalone
would makeme wnwillingto movefor some
timeunlessit werenecessay. Bu, other
considerationsimpel meto ak youto sandion
my remaining where | am proposingto live, till
the public good or ather circumdancesrequire
my removd, & that ismy uter inability to cope
withthe peculaors, of thistown in buying land
within any reaonable digance, andmy
determination to seek from youno advantage or
indulgence in seleting & purchasing wha
might suit me beyond what youmight acoord
to any othe. Werethereno land fever inthe
Didridt, & wereland selling in anaural way:
plentiful asit is, there might have been no
improprigty in my akingyouto sanction my
purchasinga given plot of ground conveniatly
situaed & an evalletion: or to alow it to beput
up to auttion & oneof theland salestha |
might becomethe purchaser & none in your
yielding[?]to my requed. Bu asmateasae |
can do neither with propriety and so little hope
havel of procuingland & present within afew
milesof thetown a any reasonablera e, tha |
havetaken measuresto dispose of my
permanent Housewhich | expect daily from
England, even beforeit arrives, as,tokeep it
warehoused hereisout of the quedion ...

| believethe postion | have chosen isnot
likely to interfere with anyone. The paddodk is
railedin, & ispart of tha resarve which was
set gpat by 9r Richard Bourke'sorders for the
use of Govt céetle& horses The mounted
police havethar barack in onecomner of it &

| havemodegly placed my cottage & cnear
ancther.

'[
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Kearney Map 1855 showing the Government Paddock and
Jolimont
Source Sate Library of VictoriaMap Collection



... I have written to you, my dear Sir George,
sans facon, as | believe | have your permission,
& as your uriform friendly & open intercourse
with me in Sydney encourages meto do... | do
not wishto inflict a correspondence ala
Robinson upon you (he has opened aterible
file fire upon me, of which more another
opportunity) but shdl have great plessurein
writing to you occasiondly & am ever

My dear Sir George

Yours very fathfully
Charles Jos. LaTrobe

Charles Joseph La Trobe Photograph of engraving of
Charles LaTrobe orignal engraved in 1851
Source State Library of Victori a Pictures Collection
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Wadl, the steof LaTrobe'sfirs residence, now Jolimont
Syuare, isno less expensve and ought after today as it
was in La Trobe'stime People ae gill wating to live
there, © much s0 tha the ste is presatly being
redeveloped by Folkdone. Originaly intending to
condruct 43 apartments in two four-4orey towers wha
is now being condructed are 19 double dorey terrace-
gyle town houses aound the perimeter of the Sjuare.
What prompted such adramatic change?
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Concens from local resdents and the Melboume Gty
Council abou heitage lead to much oppostion,
including the nominaion of the ste to the Vidorian
Heritage Regider, asataticto gall, or preferably sop,
development; endless medings, protracded negaions
with all the ga&eholders and a run through the full
gamu of the planning process.

The proposal finally got W, in large part due to the
willingness of Folkdoneto be open and transparent and
to ligen, and to inderdand the heritage significance and
impeaives for the ste. Wha has been achieved, is a
developmett which respeas Pame's layou and the
central cariage dive, the intena garden onto which
some of the new terraces face and which has enabled
some maue elmsto be reained The chapel, laer built
by the Adult Desf Socigy is also ben kept. The
developmett migt have darted ou ‘'on sufferance &
not of rigt' but in the end it can be argued that it isa
modern verson of wha La Trobe and Palme probably
had in mind back in 1857.

For thefird time since 1857 when Pame''s development
of the ste fird began, the ground of Jblimont has been
clexed. All tha remain on the ste ae the two
resdences 'Morningon' built in 1869, 'Reccout’ built
in 1904 and the Chapel, built in 1.929-30. These
photographs were taken in February 2004, when the
later, precominantly 19505 buildings were damolishedto
begin congrudion of the newtownhouses.

Robyn Riddett and Fay Woodhouse

Sir James Frederick Palmer (1803-71)
Image courtesy Parliament of Victoria Library



The Chapel, built 1929-30

'Redcourt' from Wellington Parade South View of the rear of 'Redcourt' show ng elms and
carriageway

'Mornington' from Wellington Parade South Buildings around 'Mornington' demolished
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La Trobe's203 Birthday celebrationsat La Trobe
Cottage, 20 March2004

From left to right: Richad Heahoote, Vice-Presdent;
Dianne Rellly, Secreday, Susan Priedley, Vice
Presdent; andA GL Shaw, immediaePag Presicent.

On Sturdy 20 Mach, 2004, fifty Meanbas and
friends dtended the evening picnic & La Trobe's
Cottage to mak La Trobe's 203rd Birthday. Colonial
music and dancing from the Mellourne Hidaric Folk
Dance Socidy wereafeaure.

BerresHoddle Colville, author
Photograph reproduced from pre-publication
pamphlet.

This is the fird biogrgphy of Robat Hoddle (1794
1881) and the man who became the fird Surveyor
General of Vidoria
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This excellet and much needed biogrgphy was written
by Berres Hoddle Colville (nee Mogensen), a member
oftheLaTrobe Sociay.

For membeas of the La Trobe Socidy, Beres is
pleased to announce an extension of the closing deate of
the gecial pre-publication price of $66.00. Until 30
June you can gill purchase a copy of her ook a the
pre-publication price S dont miss ou on this
fantagicoffer.

Contributions of articles for the Newsletter are
welcomed. They should be directed to the Hon.
Editor, Dr Fay Woodhouse at:

fwoodhouse@allom-lovel.com.au

LaTrobeana isthe Newddte oftheLaTrobe
Socidy Inc. It gopearsthreetimesperyea,
with news of forthcomingevents, and reports
of intered to themembership. Contributions
are alwayswelcome.

Committee
Presdent: Mr Rodhey Davison, AO,OBE.
Vice Presdents. Mr Richard Hesthoote

Ms Susan Priegley

Treasure: Mr John Drury

Screay: Dr Diane Reilly

Members: Profesor John Barnes
Dr Fay Woodhouse

TheLaTrobe Socidy Inc.
P.O. Box 65
PORT MELBOURNE Vic. 3207
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