ADDRESS BY HI S EXCELLENCY SI R ZELNMAN COVEN,
AK, GCM5 VO, KstJ, G
GOVERNOR- GENERAL OF THE COVMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALI A,
ON THE OCCASI ON OF THE “LA TROBE MEMORI AL SERVI CE”
AT THE PARI SH CHURCH OF ST PETER, EASTERN HI LL, MELBOURNE
THURSDAY, 4 DECEMBER 1980.

This service honours the Iife and work of Charles
Joseph La Trobe who was born in London in March 1801 and
who died in Sussex on this day in 1875. He was appoi nt ed
Superintendent of the Port Phillip District in 1839, in the
very early days of the settlenent, and in 1851, on
separation from New South Wal es, he was nanmed as the first
Li eut enant —Governor of the colony of Victoria. He left
Victoria in 1854 after one of the |ongest and nost wearing
periods of adm nistration any Australian col onial governor

has undert aken.

La Trobe laid the foundation stone of this church on
18 June 1846. That stone cannot be found. A forner Vicar of
St Peter's, Canon Maynard, who is well renenbered, wote in
1956, in his account of St Peter's, that the stone nmay have
been swal | owed up when the transepts were added ei ght years
| ater. Bishop Broughton, Bishop of Australia, provides us
with a record of what was said on that occasion. The church
was naned St Peter's, “to be set apart for the teaching of
the right Catholic Faith”. Canon Maynard al so records that
the marble font was given to the church in its very early
days by La Trobe. It is told that he had a vision of
"Church Hill'" with churches and places of worship of nmany
denom nations on this high point of what becane the Gty of
Mel bourne. It was fromSt Peter's in January 1848, that the
Letters Patent, designating Mel bourne a city by virtue of
bei ng the seat of the Bishop of Mel bourne, were read on the

arrival of the first Bishop, Charles Perry.
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Charl es Joseph La Trobe was the descendant of French
Huguenots who |l eft France after the revocation of the Edict
of Nantes; |ater generations of the famly were clergynen
in the Moravian Church. One of themwas La Trobe's father
who is said to have been an acconplished mnusician, a friend
of Haydn, and to have introduced recent English sacred
musi c i nto England. La Trobe was a worshi pper at St
Peter's; he is recorded as being “a comuni cant nenber of
the church with Sophie, his wwfe”. | have a note fromthe
Vicar in which he tells that they worshipped in the church
with their servants, and that this was an atypica
practice. Sophie La Trobe was Swiss in origin, and she is
said to have been a strong influence in the life of the
congregation, and to have contributed to the program of
soci al outreach which has |ong been part of the tradition
of St Peter's. The form and phil osophy of worship at St
Peter's was in harnony with the outl ook and beliefs of
Charl es Joseph La Trobe and his wfe.

It was decided that a La Trobe Menorial Service
shoul d be held to mark the centenary of his death, and on
t hat occasion H s Excellency the Governor of Victoria gave
the address. Five years later, on this anniversary, another
such service is held, and I was pleased to accept the
invitation to attend and to speak. | was born, grew up, and
spent much of ny life in Mel bourne, and I wish to pay ny
respects to the nenory of a man who played a historic and
honourable role in the early history of this Australian
settlement. Only a few weeks ago | was invited to speak
about Sir Rednond Barry on the centenary of his death. He
cane fromlreland to Mel bourne in 1839, the year in which
La Trobe becane Superintendent; he became Solicitor Ceneral
on the separation of the colony in 1851, and in 1852 he was
appoi nted a founding Justice of the Suprene Court of

Victoria. He was associated with La Trobe in inportant
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activities in the life of the young col ony; anong them the
foundi ng of the University of Ml bourne, in which | spent

many years of ny life.

This is a happy opportunity to speak at the
invitation of the Vicar of St Peter's, the Reverend John
Bayton. He and | have been friends for years, and | have a
lively affection and admiration for him W net when he was
Dean of Rockhanmpton, and | know how well he served that
community in his church office and as a commtted citizen
On 6 June 1979, | visited Rockhanpton to speak at the
cel ebration of the centenary of the |laying of the
foundati on stone of the Rockhanpton Cat hedral and, on the
sane day, to open the Rockhanpton Art Gallery and G vic
Theatre conpl ex. John Bayton was closely and actively
concerned with all of these events. | ampleased that he is
now Vicar of St Peter's; it is a distinctive church and it
has been served by vicars of |ong standi ng and not abl e

i nfl uence.

| have known of St Peter's for a very long tine. |
have passed by on nunberl ess occasions, but | nowvisit it
for the first time. Canon Maynard wote a quarter century
ago of the church's faith and style. He spoke of the
“movenent which began in Oxford in 1833 and spread
t hroughout the Church of England to the ends of the earth”,
and he wote sensitively of the neaning of the revival,
whi ch, he says, carried no new truths, but conpelled
attention to forgotten truths which, when grasped, had to
find expression in forms of worship, famliar enough in
former days, which had been omtted or disused for |ong.
Now | speak with little know edge, and I was born into and
grewup in a different and ancient faith, but I was a
Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, which, rather nore than a

hundred years before | cane to it, was the heartland of the
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Oxford novenent. | | ooked again at a book which | had read
| ong ago, Ceoffrey Faber's Oxford Apostles. He tells of the

Oiel to which Newran cane as a Fel |l ow

The society of which he was now t he youngest nenber
was the ablest collection of individuals in Oxford.
But it was nore than a collection of able nen: it had
a unity of spirit, even of religious opinion, which
gave it alnost the character of a school ... it nust
have seened that the intellectual future of Oxford
and of England was theirs. And so perhaps it m ght
have been, if they had not made the fatal m stake of
t hi nking that they were strong enough to di gest such
nmen as Kebl e, Newran, Pusey and Hurrell Froude.

Wen | cane to Oriel, not long after the war's end,
the portraits of these nen | ooked down on ne. The decade of
the 1830s was a historic tinme for them and it was at this
time that La Trobe canme to the Port Phillip District. Then,
inthe latter 1840s, St Peter's was founded and it was and
is the nother church of the Catholic revival in Victoria,
and is one of the great parishes which still stand within
that tradition. It was not, as you well know, the tradition
of the first bishop of Ml bourne: Charles Perry's doctrine

and outl ook were very different.

It is interesting to recall that the background from
whi ch La Trobe cane to difficult, early col onial
adm ni strati on was an unusual one. Hi s biographer, Jil
East wood, observes that unlike the “usual * col oni al
governor, he had no army or naval training, and little
adm ni strative experience. Hs talents and interests, high
princi ples and serious m nd rmarked his out as a cultured
gentl eman rather than an intellectual or an executive. He
had travell ed wi dely and had wi de ranging interests.

Washi ngton Irving wote of himthat “he was a man of a
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t housand occupations; a botanist, a geologist, a hunter of
beetl es and butterflies, a nusical amateur, a sketcher of
no nean pretensions; in short a conplete virtuoso; added to
whi ch he was a very indefatigable, if not always a very

successful sportsman’.

The infant Port Phillip District in which La Trobe
arrived as Superintendent, presented himw th many
difficulties. He cane to a newy established settl enent
caught up at first in the grip of land specul ati on and then
of coll apse and depression, which persisted for several
years. In his first public speech he stated his belief that
it was not through material success and achi evenent but “by
t he acqui sition and mai nt enance of sound religious and
nmoral institutions” that a “country can becone truly
great >. He was subordinate to and readily acknow edged t he
authority of the Governor of New South Wales, and his
relations with Governor G pps were very good. During the
1840s, he was confronted with nany problens: with the issue
of and demands for separation from New South WAl es, and on
this he was criticised for not taking a sufficiently active
line. There were issues of policy with regard to the
adm ssion of convicts, and issues of land policy. Long
afterwards, in the 1870s, Anthony Trollope, recording in
his Australia what he had observed in his travels of 1871-2,
recounted disputes in which La Trobe had been involved | ong
years before. He spoke of the sword of the squatters
interest which at that tinme was “specially sharpened
against M La Trobe, the first Governor of Victoria” who
was t hought to have supported the cause of the snal

farmers and free sel ectors agai nst the squatters.

He was given |limted resource, both personally and
for the adm nistration of the district and, subsequently

the col ony. The separation of the col ony presented speci al
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probl ens, since all people concerned in governnment, those
el ected as well as officials and the |ieutenant—governor

hi msel f, were conpletely inexperienced in the affairs of
government. Wth separation cane the discovery of gold, and
this confronted government wi th unprecedented cri ses.
Thousands of diggers poured into areas hitherto unoccupied,
formerly the haunt of sheep, cattle and kangaroos; the
public services and adm nistration were stretched to and
beyond the limt and were threatened with breakdown. The

i nfl ux of unprecedented nunbers of people into the col ony
posed i nmense difficulties: in the provision of wharves for
shi ps and goods, of roads and of places in which to |ive.
There is a contenporary description of the situation in

Mel bourne in The Sydney Morning Herald of 4 Novenber 1852.
The correspondent wote:

that a worse regul ated, worse governed, worse

drai ned, worse lighted, worse watered town of note is
not on the face of the globe; and that a popul ation
nore thoroughly disposed, in every grade, to cheating
and robbery, open and covert, does not exist; that in
no ot her place does imuorality stal k abroad so

unbl ushi ngly and so unchecked; that in no other place
does Manmon rul e so triunphant; that in no other

pl ace is the public noney so wantonly squandered

wi thout giving the slightest protection to life or
property; that in no other place are the

adm ni strative functions of governnent so
inefficiently managed; that in a word, nowhere in the
sout hern hem sphere does chaos reign so triunphant as

i n Mel bour ne.

That was Sydney reporting on Mel bourne; if in sone
measure it was hyperbole, it still told a story of

appal ling problens and difficulties to be faced by La Trobe



-7

and his adm nistration, not |least in the maintenance of |aw
and order. In retrospect, and in witing of these early
days of separation and gold fever, La Trobe noted that
“none can know how difficult but those who were in that
fierce struggle for the maintenance of order under so nany
di sadvantages”. It was said of La Trobe, at this and ot her
times in his adm nistration, that he was uncertain and

i ndeci sive, and inexperience and doubt about his own
abilities contributed to his massive difficulties. There
were problens in raising a revenue; the inposition of
licence fees on mners produced inequities and raised
resistance, and this at a later tine provoked
confrontation. La Trobe's biographer judges, however, that
despite blunders and great difficulties, his was a

“prof ound achi evenent > in keepi ng governnent functi oning,
and in maintaining the rule of law. Eventually he coped
with the problens of the i mense and rapid physical and

numeri cal expansi on of the col ony.

He sought to resign his post as early as Decenber
1852, but he was not relieved until May 1854. His ailing
wi fe had returned to Europe earlier; she died sone nonths
before he left the colony. In Cctober 1855, he renmarri ed,
and his second wife was his deceased wife's sister. In 1858
he was awarded the C.B. and in 1864 he was granted a
pension. He planned to wite a record of his Australian
experience, but failing eyesight prevented this and he
died, as | have said, on 4 Decenber 1875. There is an
interesting account of La Trobe in the early years of
Mel bourne, in Paul de Serville's recently published Port
Phillip Gentlenmen. Despite the fact that he struggled with
i nadequat e personal provision, he commanded respect and
regard for his exenplary private life, his sense of honour,
his amability and his civilized tastes. It was said that

he stood in this respect head and shoul ders above the
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general run of the colonists. Like Rednond Barry, who |ived
for forty years in the colony, La Trobe was an inportant
contributor to the institutions of the colony. He played
the leading role in the establishnment of the Botanic
Gardens which adorn this city, and his support, |eadership
and initiative aided the establishnent of the Mechanics
Institute, the Royal Mel bourne Hospital, the Benevol ent
Asylum the Royal Philharnonic and, of great inportance in
the lives of many of us, the University of Ml bourne. He
was, it is said, an active |eader or supporter of all the
religious, cultural and educational institutions
established in his tinme.

He has his place in the history of this historic
church, and it is fitting that he should be honoured and
remenbered here. As a son of this city and one who owes
much to it and to its institutions, | amgrateful that you
have given ne this opportunity to renenber La Trobe, and to
remnd this society of our debt to him



