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These volumes bring together all Official Documents that
could be located on important aspects of the founding of
the Port Phillip District. For documents to and about
Charles Joseph La Trobe refer to Volume 8 Cumulative

Indexes.

Official Correspondence from Charles Joseph La Trobe
is published as follows:

Volume 1: Beginnings of Permanent Government

Page no.
297
524
525

Date

18 Oct 1839 H. N. Carrington
13 Nov 1839  Captain C.F.H. Smith
11 Dec 1839 Captain C.F.H. Smith

Addressee

Subject
Carrington’s motives questioned
Sentry must stay outside the gaol

Gaol sentry leaves his post

Volume 2A: The Aborigines of Port Phillip, 1835-1839

Page no.

137

Date
23 Oct 1839

Addressee

Foster Fyans

137/38 28 Nov 1839 H. F. Gisborne

Subject
Wesleyan Mission to be restricted to 640 acres

Grazing stations forbidden near Wesleyan Mission

Volume 2B: Aborigines and Protectors, 1838-1839

Page no.
404/6
481
482
482/83
483/84
484/85
485
486/87
492/93
493/94
494
494/95
495/96
496/97
498
507
512

Date

15 Nov 1839
18 Oct 1839
1 Nov 1839
6 Nov 1839
6 Nov 1839
23 Nov 1839
27 Nov 1839
18 Dec 1839
23 Oct 1839
23 Oct 1839
14 Nov 1839
19 Nov 1839
21 Nov 1839
22 Nov 1839
23 Nov 1839
10 Oct 1839
3 Feb 1841
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(Memorandum)
G. A
G. M. Langhorne

Addressee
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson
. Robinson

A.

Robinson

Robinson

(Minute)

Subject
Precise details required on Van Diemen’s Land Aborigines
La Trobe anxious to assist Protectors in any way possible
Chief Protector’s postal expenses
Protector must find his own means of transport
Food & clothing for Native Police, Van Diemen’s Land natives, orphans
Half-rations to sick Aborigines; one-third to children
Mission stores to go to Assistant Protectors
More information needed before full rations can be issued
Sievwright and Thomas may recruit Native Police
La Trobe’s caution on Native Police
Thomas to have five Native Police
Five Native Police for Dredge’s District
Uniforms and rations for Native Police
Details of Native Police allowed to Assistant Protectors
Immediate rations for Native Police
Langhorne’s occupation again extended

Clerk of Works reports parts of Mission building missing



Volume 2B: Aborigines and Protectors, 1838-1839, cont’d

592
598
610/11
612
677
678
678/79
682
683
713
713/14
734
746
747

14 Oct 1839
28 Oct 1839
18 Dec 1839
30 Dec 1839
14 Nov 1839
31 Dec 1839
31 Dec 1839
25 Nov 1839
7 Dec 1839
8 Nov 1839
15 Nov 1839
28 Sept 1840
18 Oct 1839
22 Oct 1839

G. A. Robinson
G. A. Robinson
G. A. Robinson
(Minute)

G. A. Robinson
F. B. Russell

G. A. Robinson
Colonial Secretary
G. A. Robinson
G. A. Robinson
G. A. Robinson
(Circular)

G. A. Robinson
G. A. Robinson

Indulgence to mark La Trobe’s arrival: cost not to exceed £15
Robinson should personally deprive Aborigines of firearms

Robinson must control disgraceful proceedings among Aborigines ...
Thomas should accompany Aborigines when they move from the Yarra
Parker claims ‘private information’ on the attack by Mounted Police
Lieutenant Russell to assist investigation of Mounted Police

La Trobe suggests personal investigation by Robinson

Protectors’ allowances to be withheld when they are near Melbourne
Request for native assistance approved

Presents to Goulburn River Aborigines

Chief Protector orders double the number of blankets required
Aborigines not to be given firearms under any pretext

La Trobe asks Robinson’s opinion on orphans

La Trobe agrees with Robinson’s suggestion on orphans

Volume 3: The Early Development of Melbourne

Page no.
33
34

35/36
44
54/55
59
148
155
159
161
161
162

166/67

168/69

170/71
214

260/61
309
310
328

328/29
357
416
465
467
467
528
573

Date

24 June 1840
22 Aug 1840
12 July 1841
27 Nov 1839
19 Nov 1839
20 Nov 1839
15 Oct 1839
15 Feb 1841
24 Dec 1839
20 Oct 1839
16 Dec 1839
19 Nov 1839
19 May 1840
15 May 1840
28 Sept 1840
25 Oct 1839
12 Nov 1839
26 Dec 1839

[Feb 1839]
3 Dec 1839
4 Dec 1839
14 Dec 1839
7 Dec 1839
21 Oct 1839

20 Nov 1839

9 Dec 1839
27 Nov 1839
28 Jan 1840

Addressee
P. W. Welsh
P. W. Welsh
Colonial Secretary
S. A. Donaldson
Colonial Secretary
H. F. Gisborne
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
(Minute)
D. S. Campbell
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Thomas Haines
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
(Minute)
Archibald Mclintyre
Colonial Secretary
Foster Fyans
Captain J. McLean
Barry Cotter and others
R.S. Webb
(Minute)
R.S. Webb

Colonial Secretary

Subject
Batman’s house and other property may be removed
Buildings may remain for one year
Should Government buy Batman’s buildings for £2007?
Stuart Donaldson allowed access to his premises
Limitation needed on extractive industries
Sites for pounds in country
Further land sales desirable to check unbounded speculation
No further call for town land
Four men die in gunpowder explosion
Three acres sought for steam mill
Land will be auctioned in normal way
Proposal to lease town land for market gardens
La Trobe would prefer to purchase land (confidential)
Bidders wrongly claim that land is required for public purposes (ditto)
‘Decidedly no call’ for land at present (confidential)
Sheep may be shipped from Williamstown jetty
More convicts required to complete important works
Convict gang still supplying military with wood and water
Mrs Nash and children: request for a free passage to Sydney
Archibald Mclintyre dismissed as overseer of roads
New overseer of roads wanted
Geelong scourge to be paid 1s 9d per day
Captain Brown’s female servant ‘past reform’
Poor state of Collins Street drain
Blind pauper from John Marshall needs treatment in Sydney
Cussen requests forage for horse — Dep. Insp. Gen. of Hospitals
Payments to the Presbyterian School

La Trobe recommends different site for Post Office



Volume 4: Communications, Trade and Transport

Page no.
32
77
78
78
120
123
192
232

232/33

311/12
325
325
326

330/31

331/32

353/5
364/7
374
381
504
505/6

546/67
565
566

578/79

Date

18 Oct 1839
23 Oct 1839
26 Nov 1839
26 Nov 1839
18 Oct 1839
17 Oct 1839
17 Oct 1839
5 Nov 1839
30 May 1840
14 Oct 1839
29 Oct 1839
29 Oct 1839
1 Nov 1839
5 Nov 1839
12 Nov 1839
25 Nov 1839
17 Dec 1839
15 Dec 1839
28 Dec 1839
4 Nov 1839
1 Dec 1839
29 Oct 1839
8 Oct 1839
19 Nov 1839
28 Feb 1840

Addressee
William Leard
Colonial Secretary
R.S. Webb
Colonial Secretary
R.S. Webb
R.S. Webb
T. H. Sutton
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
R.S. Webb
Colonial Secretary

T. F. Elliot

Dr Archibald Gilchrist

Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
W. Thomas
Colonial Secretary
George Arden
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary

Colonial Secretary

Subject
No appointment of light and signal keeper
Extra clerk for Webb
Webb in poor health
Webb’s medical certificate sent to Sydney
Was a bond ever demanded of Mr Henty?
Office to be built for landing waiter on Queen’s Wharf
Thomas Sutton to be recommended as pilot

La Trobe agrees with Peer’s claim

New tender accepted for Customs House and other public buildings

Preparations for arrival of immigrant ship

David Clarke immigrants arrive

More immigrants needed

Surplus stores and fittings to be landed

Most David Clarke immigrants have found positions
Ten days sufficient for immigrants to find work
Palmyra arrives at Melbourne

Immigrants arrive on Westminster

Female lunatic among Westminster immigrants
Board of Inspection report on Westminster

Arden refused access to official documents

La Trobe recommends tender system for Government printing
La Trobe supports Kelsh’s appointment for rent
Overland mail robbed

Tenders for mail to and from Melbourne

Wright’'s tender accepted for Geelong mail

Volume 5: Surveyors’ Problems and Achievements, 1836-1839

Page no.

421

Date
27 Dec 1839

Addressee

Robert Hoddle

427/28 16 June 1840 Robert Hoddle

429/30

20 July 1840

Robert Hoddle

Subject
La Trobe asks for full report on survey work
La Trobe asks Hoddle to stay until Townsend arrives

La Trobe suggests Hoddle should petition the Legislative Council

Volume 6: The Crown, the Land and the Squatter, 1835-1840

Page no.
219
219/20
220
220/21
221/22
291
292
294
296

Date

24 Dec 1839
24 Dec 1839
26 Dec 1839
28 Dec 1839
28 Dec 1839
8 Oct 1839

22 Oct 1839
5 Nov 1839
21 Nov 1839

Addressee
Colonial Secretary
F. B. Russell
F. B. Russell
F. B. Russell
Colonial Secretary
H. F. Gisborne
H. F. Gisborne
Colonial Secretary

H. F. Gisborne

Subject
Captain G. B. Smyth retires
Doubts Mounted Police headquarters should be at Melbourne
Convicts needed for public works, not for use of Mounted Police
Lieutenant Russell’s request for bricks is denied
La Trobe requests instructions on Mounted Police
Forage application for horses of Border Police sent to Sydney
Fencing the Border Police camp

Is the Border Police barrack to be permanent?

Investigate location for pound & Border Police station beyond Geelong



Volume 6: The Crown, the Land and the Squatter, 1835-1840, cont’d

303/4 1Jan 1840
304/5 14 Jan 1840
307/8 12 Feb 1840
308 11 Mar 1840
318/19 9 Oct 1839
407 2 Dec 1839
408/9 29 Oct 1839

413 12 Nov 1839

H. F. Gisborne
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
C. ). Tyers
Colonial Treasurer
Colonial Secretary

Colonial Secretary

Rules for Crown Lands Commissioners

What should be done with Border Police premises?
Punishment of Border Police

Gisborne must take leave immediately

La Trobe’s additional instructions to Tyers

Results of land sale held on 3 October 1839
Officers disappointed with land sale arrangements

Roadknight’s request for late payment rejected

Volume 7: Public finance of Port Phillip, 1836-1840

Page no. Date
86 19 Nov 1839
120/21 19 Sept 1839
122 26 Nov 1839
122/23 27 Nov 1839
125 24 Dec 1839
127 29 May 1840

Diary of Charles Joseph La Trobe, 1 October to 20 November 1839,
first fifty days in the Port Phillip District. Published as an addendum

Addressee
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Colonial Secretary
Auditor-General

James Simpson

in Volume 7, pp.278-296.

(For a later transcript refer to Charles Joseph La Trobe: Australian
Notes 1839-1854, [introduction and notes by Dianne Reilly]. Yarra
Glen, Tarcoola Press, 2006, pp.73-88.)

Memoranda of Official Correspondence, Port Phillip, 1839-1851
For a record of La Trobe’s administrative activities from 1839 to
1851, refer to Charles Joseph La Trobe: Australian Notes 1839-
1854, [introduction and notes by Dianne Reilly]. Yarra Glen,
Tarcoola Press, 2006, pp.229-368.

Publications

Subject
Government salaries again in arrears
Webb refuses to enter into a bond
Sub Treasury to be offered to William Lonsdale
Government payments in arrears
Extra funds for Sub Treasury

James Simpson to replace Lonsdale as Police Magistrate




