
Geoffrey Serle  The Golden Age 

A History of the Colony of Victoria 1851-1861  

C o n t e n t s 
 

Preface ix 

Prologue: The Port Phillip District in 1850 1 

1 The Early Gold Rushes, 1851-1852 9 

2 ‘There’s a Good Time Coming Boys!’ 37 

3 ‘Shout for the Diggins, Shout Hurrah!’ 66 

4 Diggers and Government, 1852-1853 95 

5 The Trials of a Governor 119 

6 Sir Charles Hotham and Eureka 115 

7 Transition to Responsible Government, 188 

8 Economic Redirection 216 

9 The First Parliament, 1856-1859 249 

10 The Second Parliament, 1859-1861 287 

11 The Chinese Minority 320 

12 Religion and Education 336 

13 The Arts and Sciences 353 

14 Conclusion 369 

Appendices 

 I   Population 382 

II  Migration 383 

III Unassisted Migration 386 

IV Mining Population 388 

V  Gold Population 390 

VI  John Dunmore Lang’s Declaration of Independence 392 

Abbreviations 394 

Notes 395 

Bibliography 433 

Index 445 


